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ABDON & HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Including: Balaam’s Heath, Baucott, Brookhampton, Holdgate & Tugford

www.abdon.gov.uk



ABDON AND HEATH PARISH COUNCIL AGM
At Abdon Village Hall
Thursday 15th May 2025 AT 7:30pm
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Draft Minutes
Present: Cllr C.Yarwood, R.Price, O.Uffold, P.Hartley, B.Lewis. W.Richards (Clerk). 4 members of public. Colin Stanford (Shropshire Council)
1. Election of chair, followed by vice chair: Cllr Yarwood proposes Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Price. Agreed. Cllr Yarwood proposes Cllr Uffold as Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr Hartley. Agreed
2. Approval of Absences: N/A
3. Approval of 2024 AGM minutes: Read by Chair, Cllr Hartley proposes accept.Seconded by Cllr Price. Unanimously agreed.
4. Finance; including Audit, appointment of signatories & Auditor: Opening Balance £8179, closing balance £7953. Income £1450. Outgoing £1676. Signatories Cllr Price, Cllr Yarwood and Clerk. Unanimously agreed to remain the same. Auditor resigned 2025. New one TBC.
5. Appointment of representatives, Local Area committee, Defib checks: Local Area Committee Cllr Lewis to remain: Agreed. Defib checks: Cllr Lewis to remain: Agreed. 
6. Review The Standing Orders Cllr Yarwood proposes remain the same. Cllr Hartley seconds. Unanimously agreed.
7. GDPR: appointment of data protection officer Cllr Lewis proposes remain as Clerk, Cllr Uffold seconds: Agreed.
8. Set dates for the year’s meetings Second Thursday of the month in August, November, January and May. At Abdon Village Hall at 7:30pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19:46

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING Draft Minutes
1. Public invited to speak on any issues: Mr Cooper would have liked to speak re.planning application in February, however website showed no meeting until April. They have owned the barn since 2012, the original plan included a garage, but they were advised to remove it. They would like a garage for classic cars and machinery for the 3 acres. The planning officer proposed moving to a stand alone storage shed. He proposes the Shropshire Hills design guide supports the application. The rooms above utilise the roof space. For independent living for applicants 96 year old father. They have zero interest in Air B&B. The reason for the appeal is due to frustration with Shropshire Council planning and conservation. Refusal to attend site visits which would show the typography of the garage siting below barn. Applicant is seeking a detailed response so they know how to move forward. Chair apologised that an additional meeting was arranged, but Clerk had invited applicant via the planning application email contact. Cllr Price responded that drainage is already a big problem in the location so that needs to be rectified first. There have already been many developments within the immediate area. Original Barn should be built out first. Public 1 is worried that many applicants say these comments re. intentions and family but are often unreliable at this stage. 
2. Declaration of interest Cllr Yarwood is applicant for item 7.
3. Approval of last meetings minutes: 27-2-2025 Minutes read by Chair. Cllr Hartley proposes accept, seconded by Cllr Yarwood. Unanimously agreed.
4. Reports from the Parish Council and members Cllr Colin Stanford introduced himself as the new Shropshire Council representative. He is keen for feedback. There have been large staffing cutbacks: 20 to 12 in executive staff at Shropshire Council.
5. Finance: cheques requested and receipts Balance £8103.51 at 2-5-25. Insurnace £527.18, Clerk wages £217.50. ICO £52.00 and SALC affiliation £169.76. All agreed, Clerk to seek advice from SALC re. ICO requiring payment.
6. Review Clerks wages To remain the same £15/hr and 1 hour/week. Plus expenses.
7. Planning Application: Reference:  25/00997/FUL  (validated: 17/04/2025)
Address:  Nordy View, Abdon, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 9HX
Proposal:  Change of use of (first floor) of domestic outbuilding into holiday let (retrospective)
Applicant: Mr Christopher Yarwood (11 St Marys Place, Shrewsbury, SY1 1DZ) Cllr Yarwood explained the application: only for 2 people from September to May. Everything will remain the same to the building, as children and family stay in it sometimes now. Cllr Yarwood left the meeting. Public 1 & 2 have no objection however theyre disappointed that Cllr Yarwood didn’t realise the restriction beforehand. Cllr Uffold proposes support: building is already there, it’s only change of use. He felt it a genuine error not realising it’s restricted. Unanimously agreed support. Cllr Lewis raised the issue of non-material amendments at Brown Clee. Why wasn’t the PC consulted? Clerk to raise with Shropshire Council and CC Cllr Stanford in.
8. Phone box proposals Tugford phonebox is on the removal list: Email objection received and circulated. Discussed. There is evidence of no use. The majority have mobile phones. Unanimously agreed no objection to the phone removal or box removal.
9. Highway issues and Notice Board repairs. HMG 1. Brookhouse ditch from pleaching to bridge. 2. Bottom of Masseys Bank: outlet blocked, Cllr Lewis to liaise with landowner. 3. Drain blocked by Earnstrey Hill House. 4. Abdon Church both sides. Cllrs to report back to Clerk of any other ditching needed by Friday. HMGrant discussed. £750 match funded like last time proposed by Cllr Lewis, Cllr Price seconds and unanimously agreed. Cllr Uffold offers his services for future quotes. Notice boards discussed: unanimously agreed to accept Mr A. Whitehead quote. Cllr Uffold to action.
10. Correspondence Appeal 25/00264/FUL. Armed forces day. Items to be added to website.
11. Items of consideration for the next meeting(For dissemination of information only)
12. Date of next meeting 14-8-25

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:22

Wendy Richards – Parish Clerk: Email: abdonandheathclerk1@outlook.comTel: 07813 271 274
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