ADCWG AGM
Minutes – 02/03/2026
Attendees: 20 members including full committee 
	
	Notes
	Actions

	1
	ML welcomed everyone. 2026 is 10th anniversary of ADCWG.
	

	2
	Report from Chair – ML reported:
· 10th anniversary of setting up of Abdon Wildlife Group. Cath Landles later suggested that CSM and others nearby join up and so ADCWG was formed.
· We now have 101 members, but the number of active participants in activities is lower.
· Curlew Survey – Leo Smith won’t be coming to give a talk but has sent draft report which will be sent to all members. There are 19 tetrads but we only had 16 people surveying last year so some tetrads not surveyed or only once or twice. We need more participants. Curlew survey reports feed into national survey. No evidence of successful curlew fledging since we started surveys. ML will send out the final version of the report shortly.
	









ML

	3
	Treasurer’s Report  
Ongoing £10 voluntary contribution – agreed by members.
Zurich Insurance – which we use for Public & Personal Liability – have remarkably reduced costs. Outgoings are village hall hire, insurance and bank account charges. Subscriptions due. Letter to follow shortly.
	CK/ML

	4
	Committee – Many thanks to Cathy Beardes for doing such a great job as Secretary and putting together the newsletter over the past years. Tamsin has taken on the role, many thanks Tamsin. Committee is now Miles Leach, Sue Steer, Cliff Kimber and Tamsin Osler. 
	

	6
	Program for 2026 – ML talked through planned and suggested events.
· Usual activities and surveys: curlew survey, butterfly transect, moth mornings, etc.
· Suggested mini-bioblitz at Abdon Village Hall followed by anniversary lunch & possible short walk afterwards
· Bee Walks – Cathy Beards set route up from AVH towards Mariel’s house. We need new organiser if these are to continue.
· Plant surveys –Karl and others have completed surveys in all churchyards in our area. Plan is to do short walks in 1 km square monads (there are 64 in our area).
· ADCWG has been asked to undertake surveys on Clee Liberty in a more formal and regular way. Arbor Vitae survey in 2020. Clee Liberty in Countryside Scheme since 2023. Hope is to obtain some funding to engage professional ecologists and to involve members of the community, especially CL Commoners, who could participate in ongoing monitoring alongside ADCWG.
· Ideas for more activities always welcomed.
· Some discussion re feasibility of monitoring water quality. Could be costly in terms of equipment & would need training and regular monitoring.
	


















	7
	AOB: 
· SS reported that they have benefited from Severn Rivers Trust with planting of 7 acres of woodland. ADCWG visit muted, possibly to follow moth morning at Upper Norncott. Suggestion that moth mornings be held in school summer holidays.
· Audience member enquired as to where to report dead birds. ML suggested RSPB & BTO (British Trust for Ornithology)
· Clee Liberty Maintenance – volunteers required. Please contact Guy Cholmeley if you can help at guy.cholmeley@gmail.com
· Shropshire Barn Owl group can advise on positioning of owl next boxes.
	

	8
	Reminder:
31st March: Talk about swifts at Ditton VH.
	



