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ABDON & HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Including: Balaam’s Heath, Baucott, Brookhampton, Holdgate & Tugford

www.abdonandheathparish.org.uk



ABDON AND HEATH PARISH COUNCIL Meeting
Wednesday 12th August 2026 at 7.30pm
At Abdon Village Hall
In alphabetical order - Cllrs. Peter Hartley, Bill Lewis, Rowland Price, Oliver Uffold, Chris Yarwood
Draft Minutes:
Present: Cllrs O.Uffold (acting Chair), R.Price, P.Hartley, C.Yarwood, C.Stanford of Shropshire Council. W. Richards(clerk) and 11 members of the public.
1 Open Session: Public 1: At Marsh Farm they would like to have campervans and tents. They have rules and regulations in place, and would like people to be able to come and enjoy the peace and quiet. Friends and Family have enjoyed staying so far. They applied to the caravan and motorhome club, the certificate was mounted on their egg box for 1 month. They have a plan of the site, but hadn’t realised they needed a license, they were just going to run it with a 60 days license. An architect has now been consulted who has knowledge of these things. Public 2: 5years ago there were applications for 2 caravan and motorhome sites; both were refused. Email of objections were read: No planning permission or approval from certified organisation. Negative impact on AONB, Unsuitability of roads, and the negative impact on Abdon due to noise nuisance. They are concerned that it is already advertised on Facebook and Google Maps. And on Google Maps there are reviews. Public 3: It must stop until a license is provided, he requests they cease and desist. Public 4: Questioned the site notice because they hadn’t seen it. Marsh Farm presented the certificate from 2023. And 5 couples have stayed so far. Clerk reminded the meeting that we aren’t discussing an application as we haven’t been presented with one. It is a discussion with Marsh Farm about intentions and requirements going forward. Cllr Stanford said that Shropshire Council Planning department are very helpful with these issues. The applicant was advised by the Parish Council to look at the Shropshire Council website and seek advice from the Planning department. The Parish Council will raise a planning enforcement issue with Shropshire Council in 2 weeks.
2 Declarations of Interest Cllr Yarwood relating to item 7. As the landowner.
3 Apologies Cllr B. Lewis
4 Minutes Meeting minutes presented from 13-5-26. Unanimously agreed as correct.
5 Finance: Balance is £8557.44. Cheques requested: Clerks wages: £244.51, cost of marquee repair items £3.49 + £5.92. Unanimously agreed.
6 Discuss Brown Clee View Camping and Caravan Site at Marsh Farm, Abdon: Completed in the Open session.
7 Consultation on Proposed woodland creation project: Nordy View, Abdon, Shropshire - OSGR: SO 588 856. Mr Yarwood explained the proposed woodland and presented a map plan. It will be 2.4 hectares of broadleaf trees. Discussed. Cllr Price proposes support due to poor quality of land for agriculture, Cllr Uffold thought it can’t be seen from many places. Cllr Hartley seconds. Unanimously agreed.
8 Highways: Upper House to Manor House is awful, and largely due to the water on the highway which comes from the bank below Upper House from a pipe from their sewage tank into the verge. Clerk to action with Environmental Health and copy Cllr Stanford in. Opposite Brook House needs the ditch completing. And Masseys Bank. Public 5: Roads need complete resurfacing as the patching is inadequate. Osley Bank is due to be resurfaced therefore they are only doing urgent potholes. Cllr Stanford explained Shropshire Councils lack of funds. Cllrs did appreciate some improvements in repairing roads. 
9 Correspondence & reports from members Cllr Stanford reports: Shropshire Council borrowed £192 million and have spent £90million so far. Best value notice has been issued by the government to say the Council have completed the requirements from their report. Nothing other than statutory requirements are being funded by the Council. This has resulted in Ludlow and Meole Brace Park and Ride closing. Helena Lane Centre in Ludlow is closing. Libraries are under review. Cllr Stanford is involved with the Onibury Solar Farm application. The Rally in September will go ahead, and the only issue from our area he received related to Tugford Church, which they’ve confirmed will be unaffected. The Chair of the Planning Authority has changed to Beverley Weight. Clerk correspondence: Request for participants over 60 for a research project about mental health. Citymapper launched on 1st August to make it easier to plan journeys around Shropshire. Clerk gave dates of meetings for Cllrs to represent at. Road closures to go to the website: Vicarage Road and Bouldon to Cockshutford. There is a referral link for an Essential Support Fund for households facing immediate hardship. Youth Jobs Grant Scheme for  young people aged 18-24 years who have been unemployed and claiming Universal Credit for 6 months or more. Employers can receive £3000 grant for each qualifying job. All items to be added to the website. Clerk raised issue with National Scheme of Delegation (planning): As part of its planning reforms the Government is introducing changes to the way in which principal Council planning committee’s consider planning applications, reducing the scope for applications to be referred to Committees for decision. These changes are binding on all Councils and offer no discretion. Cllr Stanford mentioned that Solar Farms could potentially be encouraged and Parish Councils will have less importance re. planning applications. However, many of our Parish applications are referred to committee, particularly affordable houses. Cllrs agreed committee referrals remain important therefore Clerk to draft a response for Cllrs to approve. Unanimously agreed.
10 AOB: Clerk to check with Mr Powell re. notice board replacement at Baucott. And seek dates for ditching from Mr Beaumont.
11 Items for consideration for the next meeting Any more culverts to be done.
12 Date of next meeting: 11th November 2026

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:34
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